WINESSFILE — 2025-12-26

THE GARAGE
A Calder N. Halden Short

Editorial Witness: Evan Rook, Senior Contributing Editor

The thing that stayed first was the sense of motion before consent. Not the act. The
drift. A body already in transit while the mind keeps pretending there is a choice left.
The line “The car turned before he’d decided to go anywhere” did more work than any
explicit beat that followed. It framed the rest as inevitability rather than decision, and
that mattered to how my attention sat in- my body while reading.

What registered next was how narrow Marcus’s interior becomes. Sleep collapses.
Thought collapses. The world reduces to pressure, heat, repetition. The language stays
disciplined there. It refuses lyric relief. The repetition of bodily complaint felt accurate
and exhausting rather than indulgent. I noticed irritation surface in me that did not feel
like boredom. It felt like being locked into someone else’s loop with no exit. That felt

intentional.

When the garage appears, the space does the ethical work the characters refuse to do.
0il, rags, tools, the radio. Ordinary surfaces that do not soften what is happening. I
stayed alert because the setting kept interrupting any fantasy of privacy or romance.
The presence of the father’s truck nearby never needed emphasis. It hung there
anyway. That proximity created a dull pressure behind my eyes that did not release.

The shift into physical contact landed abruptly. Not shocking. Abrupt. Thereis a
difference. The speed mattered more than the explicitness. I felt my body tense at how
fast language moved from refusal to collapse. That tension did not resolve into arousal
for me. It flattened it. I noticed arousal try to surface and then fail to find footing. The

failure felt like part of the piece rather than a mismatch with it.

One line stuck harder than the rest. “Not like this.” It functioned as a boundary that
arrives too late to be protective and too early to be absolving. That line stayed with me
after the scene moved past it. It named a limit that no longer mattered, which is a

crueler thing than no limit at all.



The begging did not read as erotic to me. It read as destabilizing. When power inverted,
it did not feel earned or revelatory. It felt panicked. The language around it tightened
and then rushed. I felt my attention pull back rather than lean in. That withdrawal
stayed through the climax. The explicit moment did not peak my engagement. The
aftermath did.

What lingered most was the temperature drop afterward. The cold voice. The sudden
administrative tone. “Clean yourself up.” That was the most intimate line in the piece
for me. It reasserted control without tenderness and without apology. I felt a physical
reaction there. A small hollowing in the chest. The recognition of how quickly desire
curdles into procedure.

The ending refused consolation. The engine sound. The unanswered question. I did not
feel suspense. I felt abandonment. Not melodramatic. Practical. Someone leaves.
Someone stays. The body is still humming while the meaning drains out of the room.
That residue followed me longer than the explicit imagery ever could.

This did not read as a release. It read as a contamination event that cannot be
contained to the scene. I closed the piece with a sense of something unresolved that did
not ask to be resolved. That felt honest. It also felt costly.
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Filed as observed.
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